i.]                               Avignon*                               29

M. do Verniuac, had been sent to Avignon to act as mediators
between the various parties in that city.1    These mediators
entirely neglected their duty, and made no attempt to call the
attention of the government to the critical state of affairs;
while M. de Verninac amused himself with a love affair with
the daughter of an officer of the National Guard.   But their
eyes might have been opened and the attention of the ministry
attracted by the violent riot which took place in the city on
August 21.   This riot was the work of Jourdan and his officers,
and resulted in the overthrow of the old municipality and the
appointment of five administrators chosen from the revolu-
tionary party, under the influence of Jourdan Coupo-t&te, who
established himself in the richly furnished apartments, hitherto
occupied by the vice-legates, in the  Palace of the Popes.2
When, upon September 17, the news of the union of the city
with France8 arrived, there was a groat festival, but the new
French commissioners to carry out the union did not arrive,
and the ministry, instead of following up this measure by
sending a powerful force to maintain  order, seem to have
forgotten all about Avignon, and allowed the extreme party,
who were now supreme in the city, and who felt strengthened
by the union with Fiance, to go their own way unmolested.
Nevertheless the supremacy of the extreme party was due
rather to the audacity and ferocity of their leaders, Jourdan
Coupotete, Sabin Tournal, Rovorc, Lescuyer, the Mainvielles
and the JDuprats, than to  their real power, for the great
majority of the bourgeois and of tho National Guard, though
sincerely rejoiced by the  union with   France, detested  the
anarchy, which Jourdan and his "Army of tho Vaucluse"   /
wished to perpetuate.   ' lie Swiss Guard of the Vice-Legate,  ,
which had kepf    'dor in former times in cases of emergency, /
bad gone to CarpoirtnrwB with him, so that there was no armed
authority to control either the National Guard or the satellite's
of Jourdan, who were bound to come to blows,   An excuse

1  Soo voL i, chap, xvi, p. 513*                                                       /

2  Boulhor'a llwhoire da la lUwluiion d'Avig^on^ vol. i. p, 360.
u Decreed on ftoptcmber 13 ; vol. i., chap, xvi., p. 513,